Mordechai Kedar of the Begin-Sadat Center for Strategic Studies, said recently, “There has been no state of Lebanon
for some time now.” Instead, Hezbollah, the “Party of God,” controls Lebanon’s “parliament, government, [and]
president, and all of the other state institutions are nothing more than a façade for players directed by Nasrallah
[Hezbollah’s leader].”[1]

The Lebanese Armed Forces’ Cooperation with Hezbollah
Significant evidence indicates that rather than curtailing Hezbollah’s power by disarming the terrorist
organization and removing it from Israel’s border, as stipulated by UN resolution 1701 agreed to after the
2006 Lebanon War, the Lebanese Armed Forces (LAF) has proven ineffective at combating Hezbollah and, on
many occasions, even collaborated with the terrorist-army.
The LAF, which has enjoyed over $2 billion dollars in US aid since 2005, regularly works synergistically with
Hezbollah. Tony Badran of Foundation for the Defense of Democracies argues that this synergism is “codified
in the LAF’s doctrine.” The doctrine praises Hezbollah (the “Resistance”) for its defeat of Israel, using language
symbolic and reminiscent of “the Iranian revolutionary template” and “licenses the LAF’s joint deployment and
extensive coordination with Hezbollah.”[1]
The Israeli Alma Research and Education Center issued a report in January 2020[1] which notes a significant
rise in Shiites serving in the LAF which may be preparation for its morphing into a proxy of Hezbollah-itself a
Shiite proxy of Iran.[2]

According to Lebanese media reports, there has been “almost daily” coordination between the LAF and
Hezbollah against Syrian rebel groups for some time.[1] Israel’s Defense Minister Avigdor Lieberman has said
that “the Lebanese army has turned into an integral part of Hezbollah’s command structure,” essentially
asserting that Hezbollah controls the LAF.[2] A former UNIFIL peacekeeper claimed that in his personal
experience, “the Lebanese Armed Forces are sharing information 100 percent with Hezbollah.”[3]

Hezbollah and Lebanon’s Political System and Social Sectors
For over a decade, Hezbollah has been called an integral part of Lebanon’s political system,[1] and such a
depiction could not be truer in recent years, to the detriment of the Lebanese people. Since 2018, Hezbollah
and its allies have held a majority in Lebanon’s parliament, granting the terrorist organization access to
government resources, recognition as a political entity, and validation in the eyes of some of the Lebanese
people.
In fact, Hezbollah’s sophisticated network of healthcare and social services has helped the military
organization morph into a prominent political player in Lebanon.[1] In sum, Hezbollah “maintains an
extensive security apparatus, political organization, and health and social services network in Lebanon, with
a payroll of around 80,000.”[2]
With hospitals, health centers, schools, student scholarships, a satellite television network (Al-Manar), and
numerous seats in the Lebanese National Assembly, Hezbollah has thoroughly infiltrated Lebanon.[1]
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