CHRISTIANS UNITED FOR ISRAEL
A CUFI PRIMER:

US Aid to the Lebanese Armed Forces

In Brief

Since 2005 the United States has provided over $2 billion in aid to the Lebanese Armed Forces (LAF). These
taxpayer dollars enable the LAF to procure American military weapons and training. Recent estimates from
the LAF suggest that as much as 80% of its military hardware comes from the Unites States. The reasoning
behind this support is explained as follows:

U.S. assistance for the LAF is a key component of our policy to reinforce
Lebanon’s sovereignty and secure its borders, counter internal threats,
and build up its legitimate state institutions. Additionally, U.S. security
assistance supports implementation of UN Security Council Resolutions
1559, 1680, and 1701, and promotes the LAF’s ability to extend full
governmental control throughout the country in conjunction with the
UN Interim Forces in Lebanon (UNIFIL).

The major challenge to Lebanon’s sovereignty and full governmental
control comes from the Iranian proxy terrorist army Hezbollah.2 One of
the most powerful terrorist organizations on the planet, Hezbollah holds
seats in the Lebanese parliament and commands what many experts
state is the most powerful fighting force in Lebanon.

There is significant evidence which indicates that rather than curtailing
Hezbollah’s power by disarming the group and removing it from Israel’s border - as stipulated by UN
resolutions agreed to after the 2006 Second Lebanon War - the LAF has proved ineffective and on many
occasions even collaborated with Hezbollah. Evidence demonstrates that instead of US security assistance
being used to combat Hezbollah, it is going toward supporting, facilitating and strengthening the terrorist
organization.

Coordination, Infiltration and Influence

In Lebanon’s May 2018 elections, Hezbollah’s coalition won a majority of seats in parliament for the first
time. This gave Hezbollah and its allies effective control of Lebanon’s Supreme Defense Council, which
oversees the LAF.
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Combined with their joint operations against the Islamic State in 2013,
Hezbollah and the LAF now engage in regular coordination. They
exchange intelligence and conduct joint operations where Hezbollah is
effectively in command — such as in 2016-2017 operations against the
Islamic State in northeast Lebanon. In military parades in 2016,
Hezbollah itself showed off US-made armored personnel carriers,
presumably taken from the Lebanese military.
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There have been numerous reports of Hezbollah fighters and
agents infiltrating the ranks of the Lebanese military as both
soldiers and officers.3 In fact, it was discovered that a senior
LAF unit commander stationed on the Lebanese-Israeli border
was actually a member of Hezbollah.3

The Lebanese army never enters a village in southern Lebanon
without permission from Hezbollah. The Lebanese army is
therefore a partner in the violation of UN Security Council
Resolution 1701, which bars Hezbollah from putting forces
south of the Litani River and gives the Lebanese army the
exclusive right to keep military forces in southern Lebanon.

In December 2018 Israel uncovered terror tunnels dug by Hezbollah under the Israeli-Lebanese border. The
Lebanese military clearly has not fulfilled the mission assigned to it in several UN resolutions: to enforce the
prohibition on Hezbollah’s presence in southern Lebanon.

Sources within the UN peacekeeping force even accused the Lebanese army in 2018 of helping Hezbollah
violate the resolution by preventing the UN inspectors from reaching the border villages in which the
organization hides its weapons.

Failure to Disarm Hezbollah

According to the Jerusalem Institute for Strategy and Security:

Western intelligence sources revealed in July, August, and
October 2018 that Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) had
smuggled weapons and advanced military systems, including
technology enabling GPS guided missiles and rockets, into Lebanon.
The weapons and equipment were delivered on flights carried out by
the Iranian civilian airline Qeshm Air, known for its ties to the IRGC
Quds forces, to Beirut International Airport, controlled by the
Lebanese army.4

Rather than working to disarm Hezbollah, the LAF seems to be

completely unwilling to act against the group as it rearms with more sophisticated weaponry from Iran. In
general the LAF has been completely ineffective, as Hezbollah has continued to grow and update its military
arsenal.

Conclusion

Instead of being used to aid the LAF in reinforcing its borders and safeguarding
| its sovereignty as envisioned by the State Department, US aid is being used to
arm the very terrorist organization that threatens Lebanon’s sovereignty.

The LAF has shown no will to disrupt Hezbollah operations or to enforce the UN
resolutions regarding disarmament of Hezbollah. This powerful Iranian proxy is
acting with impunity on Lebanon’s borders while the LAF at best sits idly by and at worst aides and abets a
powerful anti-American, anti-Israel terror organization, all the while receiving millions in American taxpayer
dollars.
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